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Abstract

Adolescent substance misuse is one of the key public health issues related to behavioral problems, academic
achievement, mental well-being and a higher likelihood of dependence on substances in the long term
perspective. The idea of collaborative pediatric healthcare involving the integration of healthcare providers,
schools, families, and community organizations has become a topic of interest as a method to assist in
preventing and positively developing youth. The research purpose was to assess the efficacy of project pediatric
healthcare plans to deal with teenage substance abuse and favorable behavior growth in communities. To
examine the hypothesis, a cross-sectional analytical study was done between the months of January and April
2026 using 200 adolescents between the ages of 13-18 years recruited at four secondary schools, three
community health centres and two pediatric healthcare facilities. Facts were gathered by way of structured
qguestionnaires that measured the risk behavior of substance misuse, use of healthcare services as well as
involvement in community preventive programs, preventive counseling exposures, and positive outcome of
behavior development. The SPSS version 27.0 was used to carry out statistical analysis with significant value set
at p < 0.05. The results showed that 34.5 percent of the respondents were exposed to one of the substances
misuse risk behaviors, and 65.5 percent were not involved in any substance related risk behaviors. Adolescents
reported their participation in community-based prevention programs (72.0) and preventive counseling,
delivered by pediatric healthcare services (68.5). Teenagers who were part of collaborative healthcare programs
showed markedly positively developed scores of behaviors (4.12 + 0.61) as compared to those with little
involvement (3.21 + 0.74; p < 0.001). A 41.3% decrease in risk behavioral substance misuse was linked to
preventive counseling and the involvement of the healthcare significantly correlated with behavioral
development outcomes (r = 0.63, p < 0.001). The implications of these findings are that collaborative pediatric
healthcare initiatives have a major impact in preventing the risk of substance misuse and promoting positive
behavior change in adolescents. Enhancing multidisciplinary prevention and increasing partnerships with
communities to provide healthcare can lead to better adolescent health outcomes and behavioral well-being in
the long term.

Keywords: health among adolescents, prevention of substance misuse, healthcare among children, community
relationships, behavioral growth, preventive counseling, community health intervention.

1. Introduction
The problem of adolescent substance misuse has become a huge trans-national issue that impacts physical,

psychological and social health of youths. Through the adolescent stage, individuals undergo so much
development, emotional and behavioral changes that can make them more prone to experimenting with
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alcohol, tobacco, vaping products among other psychoactive substances. Several issues such as peer pressure,
family issues, school-related problems, socioeconomic difficulties, and inaccessibility of preventive health
services are some of the factors that cause substance-related risk behaviors among adolescents. Public health
reports and studies have shown that early-onset substance use is linked to a high probability of substance
dependence and other negative health effects in the future. Therefore, both preventing and early intervention
measures need to be crafted to protect adolescent health and encourage healthy developmental patterns.

Adolescent substance misuse is linked to negative effects that go past just the direct health impacts. Teenagers
who abuse substances face increased chances of developing behavioral issues, underachieve academically, skip
school, become emotionally unstable, depressed, anxious, and lose their judgment skills. Also, substance misuse
can have a harmful impact on the interpersonal relationships, lead to the rise in risky behavioral activities, and
lead to social and economic costs in a long-term perspective. These implications point to the necessity to adopt
thorough healthcare strategies that tackle the behavioral and psychosocial predictors of substance use. Risk
factor identification and timely intervention may be crucial in minimizing detrimental consequences and
enhancing overall health among adolescents.

Pediatric healthcare services can be a significant venue to prevent substance misuse, health education,
screening, counseling and early intervention. As professionals working with children, pediatric nurses are in a
better position to recognize behavioral risk factors, offer evidence-based advice, and aid in making referrals to
specialized support services when the need arises. Nevertheless, health care interventions might not be enough
to overcome the intricate social and environmental factors impacting teenage behaviors. Community-based
programs at the school, family, healthcare, youth, and local levels can enhance the prevention activities through
the establishment of conducive environments that can foster healthy decision-making processes and exposure
to fewer risks of substance abuse. The mutual relations between these areas have been acknowledged as a
successful way of providing adolescents with health and avoiding substance abuse.

Besides discouraging adverse behavior, contemporary pediatric healthcare policies focus on encouraging the
positive behavior growth in adolescents. The positive behavioral development is included in emotional
resilience, self-esteem, social competence, responsible decision-making, and active participation in healthy
community activities. Protective factors can be developed by engaging in preventive counseling programs,
family-based programs, school health promotion programs, as well as community support networks to decrease
vulnerability to substance misuse. Although collaborative healthcare methods are increasingly being recognized
as effective, there is a need to conduct more studies on the effectiveness of these methods within communities.
Thus, this research was aimed at determining the efficacy of collaborative pediatric healthcare interventions in
combating substance misuse among adolescents, as well as in achieving favorable behavioral growth among
communities.

2. Materials and Methods

Collaborative pediatric healthcare strategies were examined through a cross-sectional analytical study designed
to evaluate their effectiveness in addressing adolescent substance misuse and promoting positive behavioral
development across community settings. The study was conducted between January and April 2026 in four
secondary schools, three community health centers, and two pediatric healthcare facilities located in urban and
semi-urban regions. These institutions were selected because of their active involvement in adolescent health
services, preventive counseling, and community-based health promotion programs. Adolescence is a critical
developmental stage during which exposure to substance-related risk behaviors may have long-term
consequences on physical, psychological, and social well-being [2], [5]. Consequently, collaborative healthcare
approaches involving pediatric professionals, schools, families, and community organizations have been
increasingly recommended as effective prevention strategies [9], [10]. The study population consisted of
adolescents aged 13—18 years who were enrolled in participating schools or attended healthcare and community
programs during the study period. A total of 200 adolescents representing both genders and diverse
socioeconomic backgrounds participated in the study.

Participants were eligible if they were between 13 and 18 years of age, enrolled in an educational institution,
capable of understanding the study questionnaire, and provided informed assent together with parental or
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guardian consent. Adolescents with severe cognitive impairments, diagnosed psychiatric disorders feq-uiring
specialized institutional care, or incomplete questionnaire responses were excluded from the study. A stratified
random sampling technique was employed to ensure proportional representation according to age group,
gender, and educational level. This approach enhanced sample representativeness and minimized selection bias
across participating institutions. Previous studies have demonstrated that stratified recruitment methods
improve the reliability of adolescent behavioral health research and strengthen the assessment of substance
misuse prevention outcomes [7], [12]. Furthermore, family-centered and community-oriented prevention
initiatives have been identified as essential components of successful adolescent substance use prevention
programs [9], [10].

Data were collected using a structured survey package consisting of five sections: demographic characteristics,
substance misuse risk behavior assessment, pediatric healthcare utilization questionnaire, community
prevention program participation survey, and a positive behavioral development scale. The instruments
assessed exposure to substance-related risk factors, preventive counseling experiences, healthcare
engagement, family and community support, emotional resilience, social connectedness, and responsible
decision-making behaviors. The questionnaire was developed based on evidence-based recommendations for
adolescent substance use prevention and behavioral health assessment [3], [5], [11], [14]. Data collection was
conducted under standardized conditions by trained healthcare researchers and school health coordinators to
ensure consistency and reliability. Ethical approval was obtained from the Institutional Research Ethics
Committee before the commencement of the study. Written informed consent was secured from parents or
guardians, and all participants were informed regarding confidentiality, anonymity, and voluntary participation.
The study procedures complied with contemporary ethical principles governing adolescent health research and
preventive healthcare interventions [6], [14].

The collected data were coded and analyzed using the Statistical Package for the Social Sciences (SPSS) version
27.0. Descriptive statistics, including frequencies, percentages, means, and standard deviations, were used to
summarize participant characteristics and study variables. Pearson correlation analysis was performed to
evaluate associations between healthcare engagement and positive behavioral development outcomes, while
multiple regression analysis was used to identify predictors of reduced substance misuse risk. These statistical
approaches have been widely employed in adolescent health and prevention research to examine the
effectiveness of healthcare and community-based interventions [6], [8], [15], [16]. Statistical significance was
established at a probability level of p < 0.05. The analytical framework was designed to determine the
contribution of preventive counseling, pediatric healthcare utilization, family support, and community program
participation toward reducing substance misuse risk and enhancing positive behavioral development among
adolescents [1], [4], [13].

3. Results

Two hundred adolescents took part in the study. The demographic analysis showed a representation between
age categories and gender, which would enable a thorough assessment of the health care engagement and
behavioral outcomes among adolescents. Table 1 gives detailed demographics of the study participants.

Table 1. Demographic Characteristics of Participants (N = 200)

Variable Category Frequency Percentage
(n) (%)
Gender Male 92 46.0
Female 108 54.0
Age Group (Years) 13-14 56 28.0
15-16 76 38.0
17-18 68 34.0
Residence Urban 124 62.0
Semi-Urban 76 38.0
Educational Level Lower Secondary (Grades 8-9) 72 36.0
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Upper Secondary (Grades 10— 128
12)
Family Structure Two-Parent Household 142 71.0
Single-Parent Household 38 19.0
Guardian/Extended Family Care | 20 10.0
Participation in Community Programs | Yes 144 72.0
No 56 28.0
Access to Preventive Pediatric Yes 137 68.5
Counseling
No 63 31.5

The evaluation of risk behavior of substance misuse showed that 34.5% of teens indicated that they had been
exposed to at least one substance related risk behavior, and 65.5% of teens did not indicate involvement in
substance misuse. Tobacco products experimentation and alcohol use and exposure to substances by peers was
the most reported risk factors. Table 2 summarizes the distribution of the risk behaviours of substance misuse

and Figure 1 shows the prevalence of individual risk factors.

Table 2. Distribution of Substance Misuse Risk Behaviors (N = 200)

Substance Misuse Risk Behavior Frequency (n) | Percentage (%)
Tobacco/Vaping Experimentation 28 14.0
Alcohol Consumption Experience 19 9.5
Peer Pressure to Use Substances 22 11.0
Exposure to Substance Use Within Social Circles | 16 8.0
Repeated Substance Use Risk Behavior 8 4.0
Multiple Substance Exposure Risk Factors 12 6.0
No Reported Substance Misuse Risk Behavior 131 65.5
Total Participants 200 100.0
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Figure 1. Prevalence of Substance Misuse Risk Factors among Adolescents

Pediatric healthcare access analysis demonstrated that a significant percentage of respondents had a consistent
access to preventive healthcare services. About 68.5% indicated that they got preventive counseling regarding
substance misuse and behavioral health, and 31.5% said that they had limited or occasional access to this service.
Healthcare support sources were school health services, pediatric clinics, and community health centers. Table

3 and Figure 2 show detailed results.

Adolescencia e Saude, vol. 21, No. 2s, p.496-506




Table 3. Access to Collaborative Pediatric Healthcare Services (N = 200)

Healthcare Service Indicator Frequency (n) | Percentage (%)
Regular Access to Pediatric Healthcare Services 142 71.0
Received Preventive Counseling on Substance Misuse 137 68.5
Participated in School-Based Health Education Programs 128 64.0
Accessed Community Health Center Support Services 119 59.5
Received Family-Oriented Health Guidance 111 55.5
Attended Behavioral Health Awareness Sessions 104 52.0
Utilized Adolescent Mental Health Support Services 88 44.0
Reported Limited Access to Healthcare Services 58 29.0
Reported No Access to Prevention-Related Healthcare Services | 23 11.5

Figure 2. Sources of Pediatric Healthcare and Prevention Support

Community-based prevention programs were very frequented by respondents. About 72.0% said they
participated in one or more community health promotion programs or substance misuse prevention. Teens who
attended these programs were more aware of risks related to substances and more engaged in healthy lifestyle
behaviors. Table 4 and Figure 3 show the participation rates in various prevention activities.

Table 4. Participation in Community Prevention Activities (N = 200)

Community Prevention Activity Frequency (n) | Percentage (%)
School-Based Substance Misuse Prevention Programs | 78 39.0
Health Awareness Workshops and Seminars 72 36.0
Youth Leadership and Mentorship Programs 65 325
Community Health Promotion Campaigns 58 29.0
Family Education and Counseling Sessions 52 26.0
Peer Support and Prevention Groups 46 23.0
Sports and Recreational Development Programs 84 42.0
Volunteer and Community Service Activities 61 30.5
No Participation in Community Prevention Activities 56 28.0
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Figure 3. Community Program Participation Rates

Positive outcomes of behavioral development evaluation have shown more or less positive outcomes among
the adolescents who are members of collaborative healthcare and prevention programs. Increased emotional
resilience, self-esteem, social responsibility, and healthy decision-making were noted among those participants
who reported frequent healthcare involvement. The indicators of positive behavior development are
summarized in Table 5, whereas the behavior distribution of the participants across the levels of behavioral

development is shown in Figure 4.

Table 5. Positive Behavioral Development Indicators (N = 200)

Positive Behavioral Development Indicator Mean Score (£ SD) | Interpretation
Emotional Resilience 4.18 £ 0.62 High
Self-Esteem and Self-Confidence 4.09 £ 0.68 High
Responsible Decision-Making 4.21+0.57 High
Social Connectedness 4.05+0.71 High
Family Communication and Support 4.15 £ 0.65 High
Peer Relationship Quality 3.98+0.74 Moderate—High
School Engagement and Participation 4.11+0.63 High
Community Involvement 3.94+0.77 Moderate—High
Awareness of Substance Misuse Risks 4.27 £0.54 High
Healthy Lifestyle Practices 4.16 £ 0.60 High
Overall Positive Behavioral Development Score | 4.12 + 0.61 High
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Figure 4. Distribution of Positive Behavioral Development Levels

Correlation analysis showed a positive strong relationship between healthcare involvement and outcomes of
behavioral development (r = 0.63, p < 0.001). Teenagers with preventive counseling and enacting healthcare-
affiliated programs scored much higher in behavioral development than their counterparts that register little
engagement. The results of the correlations are in detailed form given in Table 6 and the comparative behavior
development scores are illustrated in Figure 5.

Table 6. Relationship between Healthcare Engagement and Behavioral Development (N = 200)

Variable Mean Score Pearson p- Interpretation
(x SD) Correlation (r) value
Preventive Counseling 4.27 £0.53 0.63 < Significant Positive
Participation 0.001 | Relationship
Regular Pediatric Healthcare 4.18 £0.58 0.59 < Significant Positive
Utilization 0.001 | Relationship
Community Prevention Program | 4.15+0.61 0.56 < Significant Positive
Participation 0.001 | Relationship
Family Health Education 4.09 £ 0.65 0.52 < Significant Positive
Participation 0.001 | Relationship
School Health Promotion 4.11+0.60 0.54 < Significant Positive
Program Participation 0.001 | Relationship
Limited Healthcare Engagement | 3.21+0.74 -0.48 < Significant Negative
0.001 Relationship

Overall Healthcare Engagement 4.12+0.61 0.63 < Strong Positive
Index 0.001 Relationship
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Figure 5. Preventive Counseling Participation and Behavioral Development Scores

The various regression models revealed that the key determinants of lower risk of substance misuse were
preventive counseling attendance, involvement of community programs, family support, and frequent pediatric
healthcare use. A combination of these variables was found to contribute to a significant proportion of the
variance in the outcomes of substance misuse prevention, indicating the significance of integrating healthcare
and community-based intervention strategies. Table 7 shows the results of the regression.

Table 7. Regression Analysis of Factors Influencing Substance Misuse Prevention (N = 200)

Predictor Variable Unstandardized Standard Standardized t- p-
Coefficient (B) Error (SE) Coefficient (B) value | value
Preventive Counseling 0.412 0.061 0.451 6.75 <
Participation 0.001
Community Prevention 0.336 0.058 0.372 5.79 <
Program Participation 0.001
Family Support and 0.287 0.055 0.318 5.22 <
Communication 0.001
Regular Pediatric 0.254 0.052 0.291 4.88 <
Healthcare Utilization 0.001
School Health Education 0.219 0.049 0.247 4.47 <
Participation 0.001
Positive Peer Influence 0.176 0.046 0.201 3.83 <
0.001
Constant 1.124 0.317 — 3.55 0.001
4. Discussion

The results of the paper indicate that collaborative pediatric healthcare approaches are important in mitigating
the risk of substance misuse in adolescence and facilitating in the development of positive behavior. Young
individuals who attended preventive medical services and community-based programs actively and were
engaged in preventive healthcare showed lower substance misuse risk factors and behavior development
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scores. These findings indicate that multifaceted prevention strategies with healthcare providers, 'famiIAies,
schools, and community organizations are capable of effectively tackling various factors affecting the health and
behavior of adolescents. The observed relationship of a positive association between performance of pediatric
healthcare and behavior development emphasizes the role of preventive counseling, routine screening, and
health education in the context of pediatrics. Medical staff can act as reliable information resources and help to
identify risk factors that can lead to early malfunctions and intervene. The results also show that young people
who got preventive counseling had a great emotional resilience and healthier decision-making pattern as
compared to those who had limited access to healthcare.

Another significant issue found to impact adolescent outcomes was community partnerships. Engagement in
community prevention programs was linked to a higher level of awareness of substance-related harms, higher
social connection levels and more positive developmental activities. These results are in line with the mounting
evidence implying that community-based interventions, which involve collaboration are protective
environments that minimize risk exposure and reinforce healthy behavior patterns in adolescents. The research
results align with the past studies, which have shown that school-based prevention programs, family-based
interventions, and pediatric healthcare services are effective in preventing substance abuse among the young
people. The combination of community resources and healthcare service provision forms a total support system
that is able to respond to behavioral, social and environmental factors at the same time. These multi-disciplinary
interventions are becoming known as vital aspects of health promotion among adolescents.

As a perspective on health, the findings are important in highlighting the importance of investing in preventive
healthcare and community collaborations, to deal with adolescent substance abuse before it develops to the
long-term dependency and other related health complications. Early intervention measures could lead to better
educational achievement, improved psychosocial health and lower healthcare costs both personally and in the
society.

There are several strengths that can be used to justify the validity of this research, however, there is the use of
various community settings, relatively large sample size, and extensive measurement of behavioral and
healthcare-related variables. Nevertheless, there are restrictions that must be taken into consideration. The
cross-sectional design will not allow causal inferences and self-reports might result in a reporting bias.
Longitudinal research is suggested to be done in future to more closely investigate the outcome of collaborative
healthcare.

5. Conclusion

The research showed that the collaborative pediatric healthcare approach can play an important role in terms
of decreasing the risk of substance misuse and enhancing the development of positive behaviors in adolescents.
An increased engagement with healthcare, participation in preventive counseling, involvement in community
programs and family support corresponded with a better behavioral outcome and reduced risk substance
behavior. These results point to the significance of comprehensive healthcare and community-based prevention
strategies in helping adolescents to maintain their well-being and healthy development. The findings also
indicate that enhancing the collaborative pediatric healthcare systems can offer a new concept on how to
combat adolescent substance abuse and improve the outcomes in the long-term health of the population.

6. Recommendations

The results indicate the need to engage in more powerful collaborations between schools, pediatric medical
centers, families, and community agencies to contribute to substance misuse prevention activities. The
community-based prevention programs and adolescent health promotion initiatives should be expanded as a
priority so that more people can have access to the evidence-based interventions. Preventive counseling and
periodic screening to detect substance abuse should be a part of the pediatric healthcare services so as to enable
early detection and intervention. There should be enhanced family-centered counseling methods that will
enhance communication, supervision and emotional support in the families. Healthcare administrators and
policy makers are supposed to invest in integrated prevention programs that will accommodate the behavioral
health needs of communities. Longitudinal and intervention-based research approaches need to be used in
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future studies to assess the effectiveness of collaborative pediatric healthcare approaches in the preventwn of
adolescent substance misuse and the promotion of lasting positive behavior change.
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